
EU/S4/14/18/A 

 
 

EUROPEAN AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

18th Meeting, 2014 (Session 4) 
 

Thursday 9 October 2014 
 
The Committee will meet at 9.00 am in the Robert Burns Room (CR1). 
 
1. Brussels Bulletin: The Committee will consider the latest issue of the Brussels 

Bulletin. 
 
2. Scottish Government’s Action Plan on European Engagement: The 

Committee will take evidence from— 
 

Fiona Hyslop MSP, Cabinet Secretary for Culture and External Affairs, and 
Craig Egner, Head of European Relations Team, Scottish Government. 
 

3. The Presidency of the Council of the European Union The Committee will 
take evidence from— 

 
Pasquale Terracciano, Italian Ambassador to the United Kingdom. 
 

 
Katy Orr 

Clerk to the European and External Relations Committee 
Room Tower 1 T3.60 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 

Tel: 0131 348 5234 
Email: Katy.Orr@scottish.parliament.uk 



EU/S4/14/18/A 

The papers for this meeting are as follows— 
 
Agenda item 1  

Brussels Bulletin 
 

EU/S4/14/18/1 

Agenda item 2  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

EU/S4/14/18/2 (P) 

The Scottish Government’s Action Plan on European 
Engagement  
 

  

 
Scotland’s Priorities for EU Reform February 2014  
 

  

Scotland's Agenda for EU Reform August 2014 
 

  

Agenda item 3  

PRIVATE PAPER 
 

EU/S4/14/18/3 (P) 

Programme of the Italian Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union 
 

  

 



EU/S4/14/18/1 

European and External Relations Committee 

18th Meeting, 2014 (Session 4), Thursday 9 October 2014 

Brussels Bulletin 

Introduction  

1. The latest Brussels Bulletin – Issue 2014/10 - is attached in Annexe A.  
 
Recommendation  
 
2. The Committee is invited to indicate whether it would like any follow-up 
actions for any of the items contained in the Brussels Bulletin and to agree to 
forward it on to relevant committees for their consideration. 
 

 Katy Orr 
Clerk 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
 
European Commission  
European Commission President-elect 
Jean-Claude Juncker has announced his 
new team of European Commissioners. The 
Commissioners-designate are currently in 
the midst of their confirmation hearings in 
the relevant European Parliament 
Committees. The Parliament will then vote 
to confirm the Commission as a whole on 21 
October, followed by a vote by Heads of 
State or Government on 23 October. The 
new Commission is scheduled to take office 
on 1 November. 
 
Industrial competitiveness 
Two European Commission reports, both 
geared towards improving industrial 
competitiveness have found that Member 
States urgently need to address a number of 
areas of concern. 
 
Youth employment 
The European Foundation for the 
Improvement of Living and Working 
Conditions (Eurofound) published a report in 
late July analysing the labour market 
situation of young people in the EU.  
 
Horizon 2020 
Following the launch of the Horizon 2020 
programme and the first calls for proposals 
in December 2013, this year has seen the 
first deadlines and the publication of the 
2015 calls. 

 
SMEs 
The European Commission, on 24 July, 
announced details of the first results under 
its new €3 billion SME Instrument, launched 
to help innovative small firms get ideas from 
the lab to the market. 
 
Social entrepreneurship  
The European Commission has proposed a 
new standard on measuring social impact 
for social enterprises of all sizes. 
 
Tourism  
The European Commission has launched a 
‘European Hospitality Skills Passport’; a tool 
developed to facilitate contact between 
jobseekers and employers in the hospitality 
and tourism sector in Europe. 

ISSUE 2014/10 OCTOBER 2014 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
2 
 

European Commission. European 
Commission President-elect Jean-Claude 
Juncker has announced his new team of 
European Commissioners. The proposed 
Commission, which has been largely 
greeted favourably by national media 
sources, is to have a new structure, with 
increased powers for seven Vice-
Presidents. These powers will include the 
power to veto initiatives from the other 
Commissioners.  
 
Juncker has also nominated Frans 
Timmermans of the Netherlands and 
proposed Commissioner for Better 
Regulation, as first Vice-President, stating 
that “he will be my right arm.” 
 
The Vice-Presidents will preside over 
thematic project teams of other 
Commissioners. The project teams will work 
on: 
 
 Jobs, Growth and Investment 
 Connected Digital Single Market 
 Energy Union with a Froward-Looking 

Climate Change Policy 
 A Deeper and Fairer Economic and 

Monetary Union 
 
At the time of writing, MEPs have been 
“grilling” the Commissioners-designate 
during their pre-appointment hearings in 
European Parliament Committees, which 
began on 29 September. 
 
Among notable nominees are the UK’s 
Jonathan Hill, for Financial Stability, 
Financial Services and Capital Markets 
Union; Alenka Bratušek of Slovenia for 
Energy Union; Finland’s Jyrki Katainen for 
Jobs, Growth, Investment and 
Competitiveness; Belgian Marianne 
Thyssen for Employment, Social Affairs, 
Skills and Labour Mobility; and Maroš 
Šefčović, of Slovakia, to the portfolio of 
Transport and Space. 

 
European industry has welcomed the new 
Commission President’s revised structure of 
the Commission, citing his focus on ‘better 
regulation’; shown both by his creation of 
the new title and the powers given to first 
Vice-President designate Frans 
Timmermans, and pragmatic merging of 
portfolios. However, heavy industry was 
disappointed with Juncker’s ongoing 
commitment to a 30% energy saving target 
by 2030, which it sees as unnecessary. 
 
A particular innovation of Juncker’s has 
been the merging of climate and energy into 
a single Commissioner’s portfolio; raising 
concerns that climate will take a back seat 
to energy security in policy prioritisation. 
This new structure gives Bratušek, who is a 
Commissioner Vice President, authority over 
the Climate Action and Energy 
Commissioner, Spaniard Miguel Arias 
Cañete, as well as a Project Team of other 
Commissioners who are brought together 
for the cross-cutting challenge; “A Resilient 
Energy Union with a Forward-Looking 
Climate Change Policy.”  
 
Cañete’s nomination in particular has been 
somewhat controversial. From Spain’s 
governing People’s Party, he has been 
criticised as a significant shareholder in 
petroleum companies; as well as having 
been accused of making sexist comments 
during a public debate in Spain. This has 
already caused difficulty in MEPs’ endorsing 
his appointment, and a stormy hearing 
before the Parliament on 1 October saw the 
Socialists’ seeking a delay on his approval; 
part of a bigger confrontation between 
political groups. 
 
Commission veteran Cecilia Malmström 
(Sweden) has now moved to the Trade 
portfolio from Home Affairs, while newcomer 
Elżbieta Biénkowska (Poland) is Juncker’s 
proposal for the newly created Internal 
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Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and 
SMEs portfolio. Both are seen as capable, 
and help President Juncker’s commitment to 
the representation of women in his 
Commission, but will still be subject to 
European Parliamentary scrutiny. 
 
Priorities for Biénkowska will be completing 
the single market in goods and services, 
raising industry as a share of EU GDP from 
16 % to 20%, identifying new sources of 
jobs and growth, and looking at remaining 
bottlenecks and necessary action at national 
and European level. 
 
The Environment portfolio has also changed 
slightly; having been merged with Maritime 
affairs and fisheries – combining the “blue” 
and “green” growth policies as Juncker has 
put it. The proposed Commissioner is 
Karmenu Vella of Malta (Socialist), an MP 
and the current tourism minister for Malta.  
 
In the field of financial services, assuming 
he passes the ongoing Parliamentary 
hearings, the UK Commissioner-designate 
Lord Hill will be in charge of a new 
Directorate General bringing together the 
financial services teams in DG Internal 
Market and the financial markets and 
infrastructure department of DG Economic 
and Financial Affairs. 

Portuguese centre-right politician Carlos 
Moedas has been nominated as 
Commissioner for Research, Innovation and 
Science, whilst (the somewhat controversial 
– due his previous position within the 
Hungarian government) Tibor Navracsics 
has been nominated as Commissioner for 
Education, Youth, Culture and Citizenship. 
Moedas’ confirmation hearing with the 
European Parliament’s Industry took place 
on the morning of 29 September, whilst 
Navracsis faced a rocky hearing before the 
Culture and Education Committee on 1 
October.   

Priorities for Moedas will include mobilising 
the new financial instruments available 
under Horizon 2020; ensuring greater 
participation of the private sector in the new 
programme; developing synergies with the 
implementation of the European Structural 
and Investment Funds at national and 
regional level; and making progress towards 
the broad targets on research and 
development set out in the Europe 2020 
strategy.  

Priorities for Navracsis will include the 
modernisation of education systems in 
Europe; implementation of the Erasmus + 
programme and oversight of the European 
Institute of Innovation and Technology and, 
in a new development, he will also have 
responsibility for the activities of the 
Commission’s Joint Research Centre.  
 
As noted, the Commissioners-designate, at 
the time of writing, are currently in the midst 
of their confirmation hearings in the relevant 
European Parliament Committees. The 
Parliament will then vote to confirm the 
Commission as a whole on 21 October, 
followed by a vote by Heads of State or 
Government on 23 October. The new 
Commission is scheduled to take office on 1 
November. 
 
Further details on the hearings and 
appointments of the new Commissioners will 
be provided in the next edition of the 
Brussels Bulletin.   
 
Industrial competitiveness. Two European 
Commission reports, both geared towards 
improving industrial competitiveness have 
found that Member States urgently need to 
address a number of areas of concern – 
including; investment; access to finance, the 
efficiency of public administration; access to 
foreign markets, a lack of innovation and 
high energy prices at Union level. 
Additionally, the Commission has set out 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRUSSELS BULLETIN 
 
4 
 

individual case studies at the national level, 
advising on the strengths and weaknesses 
of the different national economies. The 
results of the reports will be used in 
evidence-based policy-making at EU and 
national level.  
 
During the last meeting of the 
Competitiveness Council, ministers took into 
account the European Council’s call for 
industrial competitiveness to be introduced 
across all EU policy areas, and in particular 
the potential for industry to act as a key 
driver for economic growth and jobs. 
 
Youth employment. The European 
Foundation for the Improvement of Living 
and Working Conditions (Eurofound) 
published a report in late July analysing the 
labour market situation of young people in 
the EU. While the youth unemployment rate 
has started to fall in a few Member States, 
the study found that, overall, 23% of young 
job-seekers aged 15–24 in the EU28 could 
not find a job in January 2014. The report 
recommends that relevant policies be more 
tailored to individual needs, and that the 
results of school to work transition 
programmes be more systematically 
monitored. 
 
Prior to the publication of the report, the 
European Parliament adopted with a large 
majority a resolution calling on Member 
States to take more action to combat youth 
unemployment, for example through 
implementation of the Youth Employment 
Initiative. The resolution in no way legally 
binds governments, but does increase 
political pressure to take action. 
 
Mobility. A recent study commissioned by 
the European Commission on the impact of 
the European Union's Erasmus student 
exchange programme has found that 
graduates who have undertaken an 
Erasmus exchange are, on average, half as 

likely to experience long-term 
unemployment compared with those who 
have not studied or trained abroad and. The 
study has asserted that five years after 
graduation, their unemployment rate is 23% 
lower.  
 
The study comes amidst continued 
emphasis by the European Commission that 
intra-EU labour mobility can help contribute 
towards employment growth – especially in 
times of high general unemployment across 
Europe and almost unprecedented levels of 
youth unemployment in some Member 
States. Indeed, Commission President-elect 
Jean-Claude Juncker has added ‘Labour 
Mobility’ to the title of incoming Employment 
Commissioner Marianne Thyssen.  
 
European Structural and Investment 
Funds. The 2014-2020 European Structural 
and Investment Funds (ESIF) for Scotland 
will have a single Joint Programme 
Monitoring Committee (JPMC), which will be 
supported by Operational and Territorial 
Committees.  
 
The role of the JPMC will be to monitor the 
progress towards the overall strategic 
direction and objectives set out in the 
Scottish Chapter of the UK Partnership 
Agreement, as well as to advise the 
managing authority on adjustments should 
they be required.  
 
Horizon 2020. Following the launch of the 
Horizon 2020 programme and the first calls 
for proposals in December 2013, this year 
has seen the first deadlines and the 
publication of the 2015 calls.  
 
This autumn sees the second-stage 
deadlines for many of the two-stage calls, of 
which there is a much greater use across 
Horizon 2020. This is in line with the quicker 
time-to-grant limit of 8 months, although 
some negative feedback persists on the 
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detail and quality of the evaluators’ 
comments for unsuccessful proposals. July 
saw the publication of the 2015 calls which, 
in most cases, were funding topics already 
described within the 2014/15 Work 
Programme documents (which were all 
updated to take account of the new topics).  
 
The five new Joint Technology Initiatives 
(JTIs) funded partly via Horizon 2020, 
including the new Bio-Based Industries and 
Electronic Components and Systems JTIs, 
also launched their first calls in July.  
 
Looking ahead towards the 2016-2017 work 
programmes, consultations on the future 
priorities for some of the funding schemes 
within Horizon 2020 are currently open. In 
parallel, reports on the current challenges 
and future priorities for specific research and 
innovation areas have been published by 
the appointed Advisory Groups for each part 
of Horizon 2020. These reports are also 
expected to influence what will be funded in 
the 2016-17 calls.  
 
SMEs. The European Commission, on 24 
July, announced details of the first results 
under its new €3 billion SME Instrument, 
launched to help innovative small firms get 
ideas from the lab to the market. A total of 
155 SMEs from 21 countries will each 
receive €50,000 to finance feasibility studies 
to develop their innovation strategies, and 
can also receive up to 3 days of business 
coaching. Successful applicants will be 
formally notified in August, after which, their 
names will be publicly announced by the 
European Executive Agency for SMEs 
(EASME).  
 
Indications show that the UK was 
particularly successful, with 26 UK 
applications selected. Three of these grants 
were awarded to SMEs based in Scotland. 
 

The SME instrument was launched under 
Horizon 2020 to help innovative small firms 
get innovative projects from the lab to the 
market. SMEs from EU Member States or 
countries associated to Horizon 2020 can 
apply. 
 
On 22 July, the European Commission also 
signed an agreement with the European 
Investment Fund (EIF), allowing for the new 
financial instruments in the COSME 
programme to start providing equity and 
debt financing for SMEs. Up to €25 billion 
will be made available in additional 
financing, which includes €1.3 billion 
allocated to the COSME programme and the 
rest from leverage effects from financial 
intermediaries, which will cooperate with the 
EIF to make the financing available to 
companies.  
 
The financial instruments will act as a 
guarantee to allow banks to provide loans to 
SMEs. Each €1 in a loan guarantee allows 
up to €30 of financing to SMEs, with total 
lending expected to reach €21 billion over 
the seven years of the programme. 
 
A part of the COSME budget will also be 
invested in funds that provide venture 
capital for the expansion of SMEs, with a 
particular focus on those operating across 
borders. It is expected that around 500 firms 
across Europe will receive equity, resulting 
in an overall investment volume of €4 billion. 
 
As a next step, the EIF will select the banks 
and venture capital funds, which will in turn 
make funds available to SMEs. These 
intermediaries will set out the exact 
financing conditions and the decision to 
provide a loan will be made by them as well.  
 
Social entrepreneurship. The European 
Commission has proposed a new standard 
on measuring social impact for social 
enterprises of all sizes. The standard is 
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designed to help social enterprises in 
demonstrating their social impact and 
improve their chances to receive funding, 
including funding from EU initiatives such as 
the EU Social Entrepreneurship Funds and 
the Employment and Social Innovation 
programme (EaSi).  
 
Both of these initiatives require enterprises 
to measure their social impact; using the 
new standard would avoid additional costs 
due to varying ways to measure impact. The 
proposed standard is not a set of rigidly 
defined indicators, but instead puts forward 
a system of measuring impact through five 
stages, with sufficient flexibility to allow for 
differences in social enterprises. 
 
Tourism. The European Commission has 
launched a ‘European Hospitality Skills 
Passport’; a tool developed to facilitate 
contact between jobseekers and employers 
in the hospitality and tourism sector in 
Europe. The online tool allows workers to 
record their skills and competences as well 
as training and practical work experience in 
an accessible format; designed to make it 
easier for employers to overcome language 
barriers and find the skilled workers they are 
looking for.  
 
The skills passport is available in all official 
EU languages and can be found on the 
European Job Mobility Portal EURES. The 
Commission intends to extend the passport 
scheme other high-mobility sectors in the 
future. 
 
Big data. On 2 July, the European 
Commission published a Communication 
entitled “Towards a thriving data-driven 
economy”, which calls on national 
governments to embrace the potential of 
“Big Data”. The Communication identifies 
several obstacles to a big data revolution, 
such as; a lack of cross-border coordination; 
a lack of funding for research and innovation 

in data; a shortage of experts and skills, and 
a fragmented and complex legal 
environment. To overcome these 
challenges, the Commission proposes 
several actions: 
 
 A new public-private partnership on big 

data to fund revolutionary ideas in areas 
such as personalised medicine and food 
logistics. 

 Setting up, within Horizon 2020, an open 
data incubator to help SMEs set up 
supply chains based on data. 

 Expansion of investment in 5G 
technology. 

 New rules on data ownership and data 
gathered via the Internet of Things. 

 Mapping of data standards. 
 Best practice guidelines for public 

authorities. 
 Creation of a data processing network 

across the EU. 
 Establishment of ‘Supercomputing 

Centres of Excellence’, as well as 
strengthening both the ‘Grand Coalition 
for Digital Jobs’ and ‘Opening Up 
Education’ initiatives in order to improve 
the data skills base 
 

In order to improve trust among citizens, the 
Commission also plans to work together 
with the Parliament and Council to revise 
the EU’s Data Protection rules and to adopt 
the Directive on network and information 
security. 
 
Energy efficiency. On 23 July, the 
European Commission published its “Energy 
Efficiency Communication 2014’”. The 
Communication reviews progress made 
towards the EU’s current, non-legally 
binding target for 20% energy efficiency for 
2020 and proposes a new 30% European 
energy efficiency target for 2030.  
 
The Communication does not propose that 
the 30% energy efficiency target is legally 
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binding; instead suggesting it as a 
continuation to the current approach with 
only an indicative goal in place.  
 
As for the 2020 goal, the Commission 
proposes the new target on energy savings. 
It will, however, continue to examine the 
potential for future targets based on energy 
intensity of economic activity or sector-
specific efficiency goals at a 2017 review 
stage. It will also continue to examine the 
models and methodology squealed to 
calculate energy savings, as these are the 
subject of some disagreement.  
 
The Commission further sets out a number 
of ‘support measures’ to assist with Member 
States, including evaluating and reviewing 
the Energy Labelling and Ecodesign 
Directives, developing financial instruments 
to leverage private sector involvement, 
further implementing the 2011 White Paper 
on Transport, and using Horizon 2020 
monies for research and innovation projects 
to ensure development and business 
models for energy efficient products.  
 
Energy efficiency has been the subject of 
higher political attention in the wake of the 
Ukraine-Russia crisis and resultant sense of 
urgency to reduce the EU's dependence on 
Russia for its energy (especially gas) 
supplies. There is some division between 
Member States on the need for EU-level 
targets on energy efficiency with strong 
advocates in Germany, Belgium, Denmark 
and Portugal of a legally binding target.  
 
Others, including the UK and several central 
and eastern European countries, have 
indicated their preference for the 
continuation of an indicative target only. 
European President-elect Jean-Claude 
Juncker and current Energy Commissioner 
Günther Oettinger have spoken out in favour 
of at least a 30% target, whilst the European 
Parliament in a previous report on the EU's 

2030 climate and energy package has 
backed a 40% goal.  
 
A group of EU Member States, called the 
“v4+”, have stated recently that they will 
oppose the energy efficiency and renewable 
targets set for 2030. Poland, the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Romania and 
Hungary have taken issue with the 
Commission’s clean air and circular 
economy packages, which set out, among 
other things, a cut in SO2 emissions by 81% 
from the 2005 level, and recycling 70% of all 
municipal waste.  
 
Member States have been asked to agree 
on the proposed 30% target at the 23-24 
October European Council meeting as part 
of the proposed overall 2030 climate and 
energy framework; which also sets targets 
of 40% emissions reduction and 27% 
renewable energy.  
 
Biomass. In a staff working document, the 
European Commission has confirmed that it 
will not introduce sustainability criteria for 
biomass (as were developed for liquid 
biofuels in the Renewable Energy Directive) 
until 2020, in order to give Member States a 
stable regulatory framework for achieving 
the 2020 climate and energy targets on 
greenhouse gas emissions, renewable 
energy and energy efficiency.  
 
While five Member States, including the UK, 
already have sustainability criteria for 
biomass from forests in place, the 
Commission states that these are not 
distorting the market and are compatible 
with the Commission’s own approach.  
 
However, the paper reiterates the 
Commission’s promise of an improved 
policy for biomass, including higher carbon 
savings, for the period after 2020. 
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Emissions Trading. The UK and Denmark 
are pushing to include the transport sector in 
the EU Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS). 
This position is likely to be opposed by 
environmentalists. Environmental 
organisations argue that inclusion of 
transport in ETS would undermine more 
effective policies like road taxes and sector-
specific targets. Carmakers argue that it 
would bring down the costs the car industry 
faces in meeting existing regulation as well 
as tackling oversupply on the carbon 
market.  
 
The European Commission is expected to 
make a policy statement later this year on a 
new 2025 standard for CO2 emissions from 
cars and EU Leaders are aiming to make a 
final decision in October on overall emission 
reduction goals, and possible renewable 
energy and efficiency targets, in the 2030 
Climate and Energy Framework.   
 
Alternative Fuels. The Council of the 
European Union has now formally adopted 
the Directive on building up minimum 
infrastructure for alternative fuels across the 
EU. The Directive sets out minimum legal 
requirements on national Governments 
regarding the roll-out of alternative fuels 
infrastructure, as well as on technical 
standardisation in order to facilitate 
interoperability. These include a requirement 
on Member States to develop national policy 
frameworks with regards to the development 
of the market for alternative transport fuels – 
including national targets on charging points 
for electric vehicles, as well as refuelling 
infrastructure for hydrogen and liquefied and 
compressed natural gas.  
 
Maurizio Lupi, the Italian Minister for 
Infrastructures and Transport, stated that 
“with the formal adoption of the directive 
today, we are taking a decisive step to make 
the European economy more resource-
efficient, less dependent on oil and more 

attentive to the quality of life of citizens”. The 
Directive will now be published in the Official 
Journal of the EU, and will enter into force 
thereafter – after which Member States will 
have two years to communicate their 
national policy frameworks to the 
Commission. 
 
Transport infrastructure. On 30 July, the 
EU’s Innovation and Networks Executive 
Agency (INEA) announced a list of 
successful projects under the final round of 
the 2007-2013 trans-European transport 
networks (TEN-T) funding. Several UK 
projects, including some in Scotland, were 
awarded funding, including: 
 
 An Environmental Impact Assessment 

and Modelling project to support the 
development of Aberdeen Harbour. 

 A Motorways of the Sea project on the 
deployment of next generation scrubber 
technology for clean and sustainable 
short sea shipping in the North Sea” 
between the UK, France and the 
Netherlands. 

 The development of the West Coast 
Mainline rail link in the UK. 

 
On 11 September the European 
Commission also published initial calls for 
the transport strand of the Connecting 
Europe Facility – the new 2014-2020 
financing facility to finance major, cross-
border infrastructure projects of European 
significance.  
 
The main objective of CEF Transport (which 
is the successor programme to TEN-T) is to 
complete the identified TEN-T ‘Core 
Network’ of priority nodes and connections 
by 2030. 

 
The total budget for CEF Transport amounts 
to around €26.25 billion for 2014-2020; 80-
85% of which will be dedicated, through the 
Multi-Annual Work Programmes, to pre-
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identified major cross-border priority projects 
falling within a series of nine priority east-
west and north-south European corridors. 
 
Edinburgh and Glasgow have been 
identified as core hubs at the head of the 
North Sea-Mediterranean corridor; 
stretching from Ireland and Scotland through 
the Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg 
to the Mediterranean Sea in the south of 
France and aims to improve multimodal 
connections with all major North Sea ports, 
as well as better connecting the British Isles 
to continental Europe. 
 
EU Mobility Week. The EU’s annual 
Mobility Week began took place throughout 
the week of 16 September, with distributed 
activities across the EU aimed at promoting 
new approaches to sustainable urban 
development. The slogan chosen for this 
year was “Our streets, our choice,”; aiming 
to highlight the importance of citizens in 
urban planning and linked environmental 
choices to public health in cities. 
 
Air pollution. As part of its wider air quality 
package, the European Commission is set 
to update its rules regulating emissions of 
pollutants from non-road machinery 
(NRMM); including machinery used in the 
agricultural sector and road construction, as 
well as inland waterway transport and rail. 
The Commission has found that total 
nitrogen oxide (NOx) and particulate matter 
(PM) emissions from non-road machinery 
have continually increased, and due to the 
growing numbers of machines put into 
service, the contribution towards air pollution 
of NOx and PM has increased. While 
emission standards for on-road sector have 
become more stringent over time, the 
reduction efforts for NRMM, by comparison, 
have considerably lagged behind.  
 
The Commission has stated its aim has 
been to make European industry more 

competitive, both by bringing the EU’s 
legislation into greater alignment with that of 
the US, and by regulating more thoroughly 
the import of previously non-regulated 
machinery; thus avoiding unfair competition. 
Critics however point out that since the 
regulation would only apply to engines of 
560KW and less, industry may be 
incentivised to use higher-polluting engines 
in order to avoid the new rules. 
 
Pesticides. The European Commission’s 
Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) has found 
that many national plans on sustainable 
pesticide use show weaknesses. Under the 
2009 Directive on the sustainable use of 
pesticides, Member States have to draw up 
national plans on how they intend to ensure 
sustainable pesticide use. The FVO 
assessment found that none of the action 
plans clearly address all forty criteria set out 
in the Directive. The FVO recommends the 
use of clearer targets and timetables and 
more action against counterfeit and illegal 
pesticides. The assessment will form part of 
a report by the Commission to Member 
States on pesticide use, due to be published 
in November. 
 
Nature. In order to protect Europe’s most 
threatened species and habitats, the 
European Commission has issued new 
guidance for farmland management in 
Natura 2000 sites. The report provides an 
overview of the obligations that arise from 
the EU Habitats and Birds Directives and 
their relationship with agricultural practices. 
 
The report also offers a range of practical 
recommendations on how to develop and 
promote appropriate farming measures, 
together with good practice examples that 
contribute to the conservation of Natura 
2000 sites. 
 
EU-Swiss relations. The proposed 
renegotiation of a bilateral free movement 
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agreement between the EU and Switzerland 
has been shelved after a Swiss decision to 
close its borders to Croatian workers. The 
disagreement has meant that the EU has 
excluded Switzerland from the Erasmus+ 
programme, but the impact will mainly be 
felt by EU students planning to go to 
Switzerland; the number of these is 
expected to be 25% lower than last year’s 
4,295.  
 
A further effect will be suspension of the 
connection of the Swiss electricity grid, due 
to have taken place by the end of this year. 
Commission officials stress that technical. 
Negotiations may proceed, but ratification 
must wait until the free movement issue is 
resolved. Swiss researchers are, however, 
eligible to participate in proposals submitted 
under the ‘Excellent Science’ pillar of 
Horizon 2020, which includes the European 
Research Council and Marie Skłodowska-
Curie funding schemes.  
 
Transatlantic trade. In late July the 
Commission published an update as 
regards the state of play on the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) negotiations – following 
the sixth round, which took place in July. 
 
According to the July state-of-play:  
 
 Work has started on a consolidated text 

on trade in telecom services. 
 Regulators from both sides have taken 

part in discussions on offshore energy 
risk management and safety. 

 In spite of continued concerns from the 
US Treasury, regulatory cooperation in 
financial services is still being discussed 
by negotiators.  

 The other sectors currently under 
discussion are: textiles, chemicals, 

pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, medical 
devices, cars, ICT, engineering, and 
pesticides. 

 On chemicals, EU and US regulators are 
launching pilot projects to test the 
possibilities for cooperation. The focus of 
the projects will lie on prioritisation of 
chemicals for assessment, hazard 
classification, and labelling. 

 Discussions on investor protection have 
been suspended, pending the outcome of 
the European Commission’s public 
consultation which closed on 13 July. The 
Commission’s statistical overview of the 
consultation responses shows that the 
largest number of responses (34.8%) 
came from the UK. The Commission is 
expected to publish a first analysis of the 
responses by September.  

 
 Detailed exchanges of views have taken 

place on labour and environment issues; 
however textual proposals have not yet 
been shared. 

 
 The EU Ombudsman has called on the 

Commission and the Council to increase 
the transparency of the TTIP 
negotiations, including by publishing the 
EU’s negotiating directives. 

 
The seventh round of talks is taking place in 
Maryland, at time of writing (scheduled to 
last from 29 September until 3 October). 
 
Trade priorities for the incoming European 
Commission include further work with the 
United State on TTIP, as well as developing 
a strong foreign direct investment policy, 
continuous engagement at WTO level, and 
working alongside other Commissioners for 
a renewed focus on Africa.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS & MEETINGS 
 

 
 

  October    November 

13‐14  Agriculture and Fisheries 
Council 

7  Economic and Financial Affairs Council

14  Economic and Financial 
Affairs Council 

10‐11  Agriculture and Fisheries Council 

16  Employment, Social Policy, 
Health and Consumer 
Affairs Council 

14  Budgets Council 

20  Foreign Affairs Council  17‐18  Foreign Affairs Council 

20‐23  European Parliament 
Plenary 

18‐19  General Affairs Council 

21  General Affairs Council  21  Foreign Affairs (Trade) Council 

    24‐27  European Parliament Plenary 

21  Environment Council  25  Culture and Sport Council 

23‐24  European Council Summit  27  Telecommunications Council 

       
 

 

   

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

 
The Scottish Parliament  
EDINBURGH 
EH99 1SP 
UK 
Tel: 0044 131 348 5226 
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